
SYMBOLISM 

WHAT IS ART DECO? 

GEOMETRY 

Art Deco architecture was 
influenced by geometry. 
 
Geometry is a branch  
of mathematics that deals 
with lines and shapes.  
 
Where in the Fountain 
Court do you see these 
shapes? 
 

RICH MATERIALS 
Art Deco architecture  
used contrasting rich  
and luxurious materials. 
       

Go to one of the doorways.  
Feel the difference  
between marble (green)  
and stone (light brown). 
 
Can you find other  
rich materials? 

 

Metal ▪ Clay tiles 

COLORS 

Look at the colors. 
 

How many do you see? 
 

Turquoise ▪ Yellow 
Terra cotta (brownish-red) 

Light green  
 

Do you like the colors 
the architects used? 
 

Architects used unusual 
color combinations in  
Art Deco designs. 

The Unique     of Architecture ARTARTART   

ART DECO 
In the  

Fountain Court 

Find the tiles on the floor 
with pictures on them.   

 

           Can you find... 
 a musical instrument? 
 

 a castle? 
 

 an artist’s palette? 
 

a book with a lamp that 
symbolizes the light of 
knowledge? 

 

These tiles symbolize 
music, architecture,  
painting, and literature.  

Start  in the  
FOUNTAIN COURT 

Art Deco was characterized by 
massive forms, angular geometric  
designs, and stylized (simplified) 

motifs derived from Mayan,  
Aztec, and Egyptian cultures.  

The Art Deco style was popular in 
art, architecture, and graphic  

design during the 1920s and 30s.  

More on the other side >>> 



John  Alan  

 
The original design concept for Joslyn  

Art Museum was the Beaux-Arts (BO-zar)  
style (an eclectic style named after the famous Paris  
school of fine arts). But the McDonalds were inspired  

to change their design when they saw the Nebraska State  
Capitol building being built (constructed from 1922-1932). The  

capitol building reflected a newer style, sometimes called Style Moderne  
(steel-moe-DAIRN) or Modern Style, and later termed Art Deco in the 1960s.  

 
Therefore, some elements in Joslyn's Memorial Building reflect the more ornate 

Beaux-Arts style: for example, the light fixtures in the Fountain Court and the 
stained glass window in the Founder's Room. These things had already been 

ordered and it would have been too costly to change them. 

Look at the ceiling. 
 

Did you notice it is not flat? 
 

The stepping forms of a 
Ziggurat (a stepping  
pyramid) influenced Art 
Deco architecture. 

WOOD INLAY 

ART DECO 
In the  

Founder’s Room 

Find these rich materials  
at the fireplace: 

 

Wood ▪ Metal ▪ Marble  
Brick ▪ Silk 

Hint:  the blue-green silk is 
painted with gold-leaf.  

Look for  
this design.  

 

What does 
it look like 
to you? 
 
The design 
in the wood paneling is 
called “the flame of life.” 
 

Architects liked to use  
exotic wood grains. 

Find this element: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs. Sarah Joslyn  
ordered this window in 
honor of her husband.  
The ivy symbolizes 
“everlasting devotion.” 

Meet the ARCHITECTS 

  

John McDonald and his  
son, Alan, worked together  
to design Joslyn Memorial  

Art Museum.  
 

Planning and initial designs 
for the building began around 
1920. The actual construction 

started in 1929, and Joslyn 
opened its doors to the  

public in 1931.  

SYMBOLISM RICH MATERIALS 

WOOD CEILING 

Thank you for coming to 
Story Time! 

Did you know?   


